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extended his right, followed by Washington, until at length
the colonial army was extended on a front far too wide for its
numbers in a vain endeavour to cover the heart of New England,
the Hudson valley and New Jersey; then rapidly counter-
marching his main body, he fell on and captured the hostile
forts on either bank of the river above New York and compelled
his adversary to fall back hurriedly to re-unite his forces behind
the Delaware in Pennsylvania. New Jersey and the lower
Hudson having been thus cleared, he sent a detachment to
occupy Rhode Island and went into winter quarters around
New York. Everything seemed ready for a decisive campaign
next year, when these fair prospects were rudely marred by a
daring and successful American counter offensive. A Hessian
detachment was surprised and overwhelmed on Christmas Day
at Trenton, and Washington, skilfully refusing to let himself be
brought to battle by the main British army, succeeded by a
series of rapid marches in driving in its covering forces and
re-occupying practically the whole of New Jersey before the
opening of the campaigning season of 1777.
Howe now chose as his objective the city of Philadelphia,
which he designed to capture by. transferring the bulk of his
army by sea to the mouth of the Delaware, leaving a small force
under Clinton to hold New York. But, meanwhile, the Secre-
tary of War in London, that same Lord George Sackville, now
Germaine, who had been cashiered for his conduct at Minden,
had been persuaded by Burgoyne, now commander of the
British forces in the Lake_ Champlain area vice Carleton, to
sanction, a year too late, an advance by the latter down the
Hudson valley in co-operation with the main army at New York.
Instead, however, of sending Howe definite instructions for
such co-operation, Germaine at first allowed him to believe
that he approved of the proposed move against Philadelphia
and neglected to send him fresh orders till too late. Thus,
while the British main army was operating eccentrically in New
Jersey, Burgoyne was launched in an isolated and perilous
advance down the Hudson, while the Americans, holding
interior lines, could concentrate a greatly superior force to
oppose him.
Howe with 14,000 men then, landing at the head of
Chesapeake Bay late in August, once more found the inde-
fatigable Washington with a force slightly inferior numerically,
in front of him and covering Philadelphia, In a skilful little
action on the Bjrandywine he succeeded in outflanking his
opponent's right and driving him northward. The city thus
uncovered fell into his hands ; Washington some few weeks
later was repulsed at Germantown in an attempt to recover it,